Save the Date

Dinner at Six
February Menu

WHAT’S INSIDE
PAGE 2
BIRTHDAYS & WORSHIP
PAGE 3
SHARE CARDS

PAGE 16
PARSONAGE UPDATE

February 7
Chicken Cacciatore, Buttered
Noodles, Vegetable, Salad, Garlic
Bread, Dessert
Chef: Randy Fowler

February 12
Life Line Screening

PAGE 7-8
RECYCLING FOR HEIFER
PAGES 12-13
PRAYER PAGE

February 4th
12:00 pm
Soup Lunch to benefit the
Oroville Hunger Walk

February 14
7:00pm
Ash Wednesday Service
March 3rd
6:00 pm
Italian Dinner & Auction
March 20
Ross-Harmon Educator of the
Year Nominations Due
March 29
Maundy Thursday

February 14th
Apricot Glazed Pork Loin,
Roasted Potatoes, Vegetable,
Salad, Dinner Roll, Dessert
Chef: Randy Fowler/Outreach
February 21st
Italian Lemon Chicken, Pasta,
Vegetable, Salad, French Bread,
Desert
Chef: Randy Fowler
February 28th
Hmong Cuisine
Chef: Hmong Ladies

April 1
Easter
April 30
Ross-Harmon Educator of the
Year Dinner
6:00 pm
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February Birthdays
for updates please give the information to Erin or Jeremy Buis or
send to: umc@1stunitedmethodist.org

2
4
4
5
6
10
10
10
12
13
15

Por Yang
Shoua Lor
Susan Sharon
Wa Lee Kue
Cindy Cha Yang
Alice Pittman
Joe Yang
Vue Yang
Natalie Yang
Maichou Yang
Zoua Vang

16
17
18
19
21
21
21
23
24

May Lor
Janet Dyer
Connie Guererro
Tony Moua
Jeremy Buis
Lynn Cha Yang
Chor Vang
Larry Ott
Adriene Hoke

FEBRUARY WORSHIP
Feb 4th
Pastor Bob Biehler
Greeters: Sue Fredericksen and
Hlee and Mai Yang
Coffee Hour: No coffee hour host
because of Soup Lunch
Lockup: Sem Xiong
Feb 11th
Pastor: Pastor Cheng Yang
Greeters: Keith and Ellen Felice
Coffee Hour: Janet Short
Lockup: Jeremy Buis

Feb 18th
Pastor: Bob Biehler
Greeters: Joe and Cathie
Mooney
Coffee Hour: Betty Ledford
Lockup: Susan Sharon
Dec. 31st
Pastor: Pastor Cheng Yang
Greeters: Wayne and Bev
Smith
Coffee Hour: Sue Fredericksen
Lockup: Trustee

If you’d like to host a coffee hour or greet people as they come to church please
contact Pastor Cheng or email umc@1stunitedmethodist.org
February 2018
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UPDATE ON HOW OUR SHARE CARDS
ARE DOING AS A FUNDRAISER FOR OUR
CHURCH BUDGET
I want to give you an update on how our Food
Maxx Share Cards are doing as a fundraiser for our
church general fund. We receive an automatic
bank deposit from Food Maxx each month. In
September 2017 we received $64.59 Year to date
$715.12. Remember to put in the church phone
number when you pay for your groceries at Food
Maxx. When the clerk starts to scan your groceries
put in the church phone number (530) 534-9455
and touch the green button. The amount you spend
will appear on your grocery receipt. It will show
have much you have spent in the current month.
Money will come back to the church general fund.
There is no card to use any longer. If you have any
problem ask the clerk to help you. Once in awhile
the place you put in the church phone number will
not come up and you need to ask the clerk to help
you. Most of the time it works just fine. What an
easy way to help our church general fund.
Keep helping the church general fund when you
purchase your groceries at Food Maxx.

SHOP AT YOUR FAVORITE
ONLINE STORE
AND DONATE FOR FREE
UMC Market Place is a shopping
market that is linked to the Methodist
Church that rewards the local church for
your online shopping. Go to
www.umcmarket.org register for the
site and register to First United
Methodist Church of Oroville, CA.
you then go to the list of stores and do
your shopping. OverStock pays up to
75%, Macy's pays 4%. This time of year
when people are shopping online for gifts
is a time to also think of the church
earning dollars. Please consider using
this site to do your online shopping you
just go into the site each time you begin
your shopping.

Thank you
John S. Fowler
Chairman
Finance Committee
Church Treasurer

Staples
Shopping at Staples? Use the Church’s phone
number 534-9455 and the Church will receive
Staples Rewards credit.
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Ross-Harmon
Educator of the Year
Monday, April 30, 2018
Nominations deadline March 26, 2018
Nomination forms are online:
http://ross-harmon.org/
.
2017 Award Honorees

Susan Hoopes & Trina Morris – Oroville Union High School District
Liz Hoy & Thay Lee– Oroville City Elementary School District
Carol Brown & Heather Peterson – Palermo Union School District
Chip Frink & Wendi Ballard – Thermalito Union School District

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR
There is a calendar in the Narthex on your left as you are going into
the Social Hall to sign up for flowers for the alter. If you would like
to have them in honor, memory etc. of someone or a special
occasion, please note this in the space following the Sunday you
signed up for. It will be announced in the church bulletin.
A plant, flowers from your yard etc. would be great. If you have
questions, please contact Janet Short @ 589-1483
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Why ashes on Ash Wednesday?
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. Lent is a time when many
Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, repentance, moderation and
spiritual discipline.
Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness before God and our human
mortality. The service focuses on both themes, helping us to realize that both have been
triumphed through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
During some Ash Wednesday services, the minister will lightly rub the sign of the cross with
ashes onto the foreheads of worshipers. The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and
repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship. Historically, ashes signified
purification and sorrow for sins.
It is traditional to save the palm branches from the previous Palm Sunday service to burn to
produce ashes for this service. Sometimes a small card or piece of paper is distributed on
which each person writes a sin or hurtful or unjust characteristic. The cards are then brought
to the altar to be burned with the palm branches. The ash cross on the forehead is an
outward sign of our sorrow and repentance for sins.
— Adapted from The United Methodist Book of Worship

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/why-ashes-on-ash-wednesday

If you know a family with a 3 year old child or older please let
them know of our State PreSchool at the church.
Our State PreSchool has begun it's year here at the church. This year the legislature has finally
raised the income limit to allow more families and children the opportunity of learning in our
PreSchool program. Last year our Director, April Boling, was unable to allow many families
entrance into the program because the minimum wage had been raised but the income level for
the classes had not been set higher. This summer, the State Legislator finally realized that they
needed to make adjustments to the income entry qualifications. With this change we are hoping
that both morning and afternoon classes will be full. The class enrollment sets the amount of
money that the church receives each month. If you know a family with a 3 year old child or older
please let them know of our State PreSchool at the church. It is a wonderful program and our
director, April Boling, does an excellent job in preparing the children for kindergarten.
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Margaret Kantola
(1924 - 2018)

Margaret (Margo) Ellen Ruhkala Kantola passed away at her son's
home in Sacramento, California, on January 3, 2018. Margo was
born on June 2, 1924, to Matt and Eva Ruhkala, Finnish immigrants. She was the youngest of eleven Ruhkala children who were
raised in Rocklin, California. She was 93 at the time of her death.
She married John Kantola of Donnelly, Idaho, in 1942. They raised
their three children in Oroville, California, where John taught for 30
years at local high schools. In 1975, they retired to Donnelly, Idaho,
where they restored a pioneer farmhouse. In addition to being a
homemaker for her family, Margo served for several years as
director of the state preschool program in Oroville. She was an
active member of the Oroville First United Methodist Church and the
Donnelly Bible Church. Margo was a long-time member of the PEO
in both Oroville, where she served as president of the chapter, and
in McCall, Idaho. She was also a member of the Finnish Ladies Aid
in Idaho. Margo had a lifetime interest in history, especially the
history of the Finnish people who emigrated to America. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to the Rocklin Historical Society
(3895 Rocklin Rd., Rocklin, CA 95677) or the Valley County
Museum (13131 Farm to Market Rd., Donnelly, ID 83615). She is
survived by a brother, Roy Ruhkala of Rocklin, daughter Margot,
sons Steve (Jill) and Rick (Heidi), seven grand-children, and three
great grandchildren, as well as numerous nieces and nephews.
Margo was lovingly cared for by Lisita Tillman during the last two
years of her life, for which her family will always be grateful. A
service will be held at the Rocklin Cemetery in Rocklin, CA, on
February 9, 2018 at 11 a.m.
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RECYCLING PERSON NEEDED:
As of February 28th Micah will no longer pick up the recycling, sort it
and take it to recycling. He has done this for many years and feels it
is time to pass it on to someone else. This a great project as the
money goes to the Heifer Project. The Sunday School children pick
the animals each year. A note to the new person, if you have any
questions he would be happy to answer them.

LOW VISION SUPPORT
GROUP
FEATHER RIVER SENIOR CITIZENS
ASSOCIATION

1335 MYERS ST
3RD THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH
11 AM TO NOON
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
PAT GRAY
530-712-1144

February 2018

COFFEE HOUR &
GREETERS
Need to someone to step
up and take charge of
listing coffee hour and
greeters.
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The new book that we are reading in the Marlys/Doris
Circle is The Faith Club. It is about three women, a
Muslim, A Christian and a Jew and their search for
understanding each other and their religion. I have
ordered some from Amazon at a new paper book price of
$8. There are used ones available from Amazon at $4
+shipping, if you wish to purchase your own. Kindle and
audio tapes are also available from Amazon. I would like
to personally invite all of you to our Circle meetings on
the fourth Monday of each month. We meet in the
homes. The women of this Circle are wonderful people.
We wish worship, pray, and care for each other as well as
read and discuss a book. Come join us. Glenda

Would you like to be part of a Visitation Team?
There are many members of our congregation who can no longer
make it to church for various reasons. However, one of our Methodist
traditions is to care for our members and we may be letting them
down. All it would take would be visits to their place of residence to let
them know we still care. Pastor Cheng needs our help. Anyone who
would enjoy visiting with our homebound members please contact the
church office and let us know. The visits will enrich your life.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
For more information you can call or
speak to
Joan Azevedo, 589-5509.
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Aubrey (Ted) Beall
(1919 - 2017)

AUBREY T BEALL Aubrey T. (Ted) Beall passed away on Dec. 10, 2017, from congestive heart
failure at the age of 98. He was a resident of the Oroville area for almost 70 years. He was born
on June 10, 1919, in Hagerstown, Maryland. Raised as an only child by Aubrey and Iris Beall,
he was shaped by the Depression Era and his love for the outdoors. He is survived by Helen,
his wife of 65 years; four children (Connie, Jock, Kay, and Scott); his granddaughter Fiona, and
great grandsons Griffin and Benjamin. His cousin and close childhood friend Virginia Childs
preceded him in death. Ted attended John Hopkins and University of Arkansas, earning a
degree in chemical engineering. He lived in Arizona and Los Angeles prior to moving to Butte
County in 1948. He married Helen Reid of Chico in 1952 and they initially lived on a small cattle
ranch on the shores of Lake Wyandotte. He later built a home just east of Oroville, where the
family lived for 60 years, and raised cattle, almonds, and fruit. Ted worked as an engineer for
National Wood Treating/Koppers Company; then spent 10 years as a project engineer on the
diver-sion tunnels and under-ground powerhouse at the Oroville Dam. He was a construction
inspector for the Louisiana Pacific sawmill and later for the Oroville School District, overseeing
the rebuild-ing of Ophir School and buildings at Oroville and Las Plumas high schools. He also
worked on the construction of the Feather River Community College in Quincy. Ted was a
longtime member of the Operating Engineers Union Local # 3. Ted spent many days hunting
and fishing across northern California, including pheasant hunting in the rice fields of Richvale,
trolling across Lake Oroville, and trout fishing in the Sierras. However, his passion was duck
hunting, most always at Gray Lodge Wildlife Area and, in later years (into his 90's), as a
member of the Rare Duck Club near Maxwell. Although he often hunted and fished alone, Ted
loved to interact with people and make them laugh. In retirement, Ted and Helen enjoyed
traveling under the Elderhostel Program. Ted also spent many days playing tennis with friends
at Bedrock Park. A lifelong Democrat, in his later years Ted relished discussions of current
events and politics at the Crackerbarrel Club in Chico. The family wishes to thank the members
of the Rare Duck Club for their friendship and help in extending Ted's ability to continue duck
hunting. He also enjoyed the staff and patrons at the Oroville Sports Club. Lastly, thanks to the
staff of the Oroville Hospital Post Acute Care Center for his care preceding his passing. A
celebration of life will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday March 17th at the Oroville First United
Methodist Church.
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Month

Recycling $$$

Oct

$75.01

Dec

81.97

SUBMITTING ITEMS TO
THE GOLDEN FEATHER
An article can be submitted to the
Golden Feather in many ways.
Here are a few:
in the body of an email and sent to
umc@1stunitedmethodist.org

81.97

a picture in jpeg form and emailed to
address above
written on a piece of paper and left
in the office for Jeremy Buis
if more information concerning your
article please include the link.
All articles must be submitted on or
before the third Sunday of the
month.Any questions please check
with Jeremy Buis. He will be happy
to help you.

Year to Date

$156.98
Prayer Chain

SHOWING VIDEOS AT
CHURCH
There has been a form submitted so we
will be able to show videos on the church
site. If this form was not submitted there
would be a strong fine for showing videos
without the form.
By having this form, we could show
family films during the summer with a
BBQ or just popcorn. Admission would
be by donation.

February 2018

If you would like to be put on the email
or phone list to be informed of Prayer
Chain requests for prayers please let
Rod know. 782-0486. You can
also send an email:

oroumcprayer@gmail.com or our
new additional prayer line
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
1stumcoro/
(Facebook group is a closed group so only
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Remember those in our church family in need of prayers:Alma Short asks
for prayers for her friend Diane Post, who has been in ICU for 6 weeks & she is
not doing well. Pray for her & her family. Prayers for our former pastor Linda
Prendergast, she is also Erin Buis’s mom. Earlier in January Linda was suffering
from bronchitis & an ear infection. Then a few days later she had hip surgery. Pray
for a speedy recovery. Pray for Pastor Bob Biehler as he is recovering from
hernia surgery; Pray for Sue Fredericksen as she likely has COPD. Tests will
confirm the diagnosis; Prayers answered for Cathie Mooney as she is now able to remove her boot
off of her foot according to her doctor, and she is going to physical therapy to walk again; Prayers
for one of our long-time members Emma Spencer as she is now in hospice care; Erik Pieper is
asking for prayers in Hawaii regarding custody for his girls; Glenda Ott reports the she has heard
from Ginger Diver in Wyoming & she is doing okay; Prayers for Louise Weitze as she was
recently hospitalized with kidney stones & back pain; Derek Cheek reports that his friend Junior
needs prayers for family members who have been ill. His sister is doing better following an illness &
his oldest son is recovering and is able to breathe on his own now; Prayers for Doug Krause as he
was ill in early January. He was transferred to a Redding hospital by his sons & now Doug is
recovering. He will not be moving back to Oroville. We will miss him greatly. Pray for Doug to be
happy & well in his new home. Patti Bell fell a few weeks ago & was in some pain. Pray for a
good recovery. Prayers for Joan Azevedo as she had pneumonia & also prayers for Gary he was
also sick. Prayers for David Dewey as he had kidney stones & was in pain; Travel prayers for
Georgia Nelson as she is traveling to Florida. Also, Georgia will be leaving us soon, as she has
purchased a condo in Chico and her house here is up for sale. She will be missed; Prayers for
Pastor Cheng’s mom who is in the hospital with multiple life-threatening issues; Continue to
pray for Beverly Smith, as she suffered a heart attack in late November, and is recovering nicely;
Sue Fredericksen asks for prayers for her friend Julianne Bennett. Julianne has been diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer & is only receiving comfort treatment; Pray for Patti Bell’s brother as he
had a stroke. Pray for recovery; Derek Cheek asks for prayers for his wife Tammy Cheek as she
will be having surgery on her back and also prayers for their 11 year old granddaughter for
health issues; Continue to pray for Shor Vang as he has been having trouble breathing due to
Hepatitis B. Continue to pray for his recovery; Georgia Nelson asks for prayers for her friend Dan
Mays, who has cancer & is starting radiation; Sue Fredericksen asks for prayers for her son Kelly,
who is in prison & has some medical issues; Sue Fredericksen – prayers for her mother Chris
Christian, who is in the hospital again and the outcome does not look good. Alma Short asks for
prayers for Joan Jacobson, as she is now in Prestige Assisted Living; Reidun McGrath – Prayers
for her husband Tim, who is still dealing with his cancer; Chet Ainsworth – still dealing with
cancer, waiting for results soon, pray for healing; Ginger Ewalt asks for prayers for Steve Ewalt –
he still has cancer, but is doing much better;
February 2018
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Pray for those with ongoing concerns: Emma Spencer; Gary Azevedo; Troy
Barton; Jeremy Buis; Pastor Chuckua & Poyee Yang; Larry Shaner; Buz Manwell; Chris
Barnes; Steve Ewalt; Norman Rieck; Chris Christian; Jeffery Felice; Joan Jacobsen; Adrienne
Hoke; Chet Ainsworth, Rick Roath, Dave & Nancy Jacobsen, Stephanie Couris, Debbie Mays,
Cody Fredericksen, Rhylan Fredericksen, Chuck & Marie Bailey, Haydon Wyman, Diane
Becerra, Phil Azevedo, Sandra Hays, Connie Longshore, Cathy Santos, Frank Johnson, Elaine
Klein, Molly & Randy, Junior, Alice & Wayne, Noella Phillips, Josiah Hayden,
Mitchell Kenneth, Nick Butrix, Connie Myers, Rudy Messerschmidt, Linda Perry, Emily
Fancher, and Amber’s mom.
Prayers for those who have lost a loved one recently: Prayers for the family of Margo Kantola.
Margo passed away on January 3rd of this year. Margo & her husband John were very active
in our church years ago. She is survived by 3 children (Margot, Steve & Rick) & their families.
Pray for Junior and his family as his 93 year old cousin just passed away.
Pray for our military at home & abroad and for the families of our missing ones, our POW’s &
MIA’s who never came home. They serve, so we can be free. .
Continue to pray for our overall church finances. “Remember this: whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you
should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9: 6-

JOYS – Congratulations!! To Pastor Cheng’s daughter Kayla Yang as she is marrying Erick
Romero. A family ceremony has been held, along with a reception. May they be blessed many
times over!https://www.facebook.com/groups/1stumcoro/
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CHURCH EVENT CALENDAR REMINDER
Members and Non-Members,
For all events that required the usage of church facilities, whether or not it is a church event, please fill
out the facilities use form and turn it into the Trustees. They will then go over the form and place the
event on the calendar if all information meets the facilities use criteria. A trustee will inform you if the
event is approved. Please do not put the event on the church calendar yourself without approval from
the trustees.
Thank you,
Trustees and Pastor Cheng Yang
Nyob zoo rau cov tswvcuab thiab cov tsis yog tswvcuab txhua tus:
Thov kom txhua lub sijhawm uas peb yuav los mus siv lub tuamtsev ua kev noj haus lossim tej yam kev
zoo siab sib txoos uake, thov kom nej los mus ua daim ntawv siv tuamtsev thiab muab daim ntawv coj
mus rau pab saib qub txeeg qub teg (Trustees) soj ntsuam ua ntev tso. Thaum lawv soj ntsuam daim
ntawv tas lawm thiab lawv pom zoo tuamtsev rau nej siv lawm, lawv mam li qhia rau nej thiab muab
nej lub npe cov mus sau rau daim calendar hauv pawg ntseeeg. Peb xav thov kom sawvdaws nyias tsis
txhob ciali sau nyias npe rau daim calendar es tsis qhia pab trustees paub. Vam thiab cia siab hais tias
sawvdaws yuav koom siab rau tes dejnum no.
Ua Tsaug,
Pab Trustees thiab Xh. Txawj Tsheej Yaj

The Marlys-Doris Circle will be putting together
an Easter Basket for the Wings of Eagles
family. We have been making an Easter
basket for Oroville families for many years
now. Our whole congregation is invited
to bring items for the family. Candy, gift cards,
stuffed animals, etc are welcome. We will get more
information as the time gets closer. Last year we were able to
give lots of fun things to the grandchildren of Our Father’s
House pastor. What a joy that was. Each year it is a fulfilling
and emotional statement from our church.
Spreading God’s in Oroville.
February 2018
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Bible Round Table
Bible Round Table to meet at Linda Perry's home beginning
Wed. Jan. 24th from 11: 30 to 12:30. All are Welcome. We
will be sharing and praying for our church family, then doing
the Wednesday Study from the Upper Room. All sharing is
for the purpose of prayer, we choose not to gossip and strive
to keep any confidence. The address is 180 Parson Lane in
Oroville. No lunch provided but you are welcome to bring a
bag lunch if you wish. If you would like us to pray for you
please call or email Sue Fredericksen. 530 589 9705 or
suefredericksen00@gmail.com

Pray Request Information
Call Rod at 782-0486
or
email, oroumcprayer@gmail.com
or our new additional prayer line
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1stumcoro/
(Facebook group is a closed group so only members see postings)
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Chapter 2
NEW ERA FOR OROVILLE METHODIST
" In 1925 Subscriptions were taken and a contract let for a Reuter pipe organ, which
was installed in February 1926, at a cost of $6,561.00. Alan Bacon of the College
of Pacific played the Dedication Concert."
Today the replacement cost would be about ten times the original amount paid.
The organ was dismantled and stored with the console when the old church was
demolished. They were then installed in the present sanctuary and ready for use in 1966.
A1though Mrs. Myrtle Brinkerhoff and Mrs. Hazel Lindholm alternately shared
responsibilities at the console, the principal organist was Lola Cochran who served as
organist for forty years before retiring in 1971.
"F.H. Petersime was sent by the 1926 Conference, serving for 3 years. His period of service
was marked by noticeable advance in the spiritual atmosphere of the church, resulting from
his evangelistic preaching of the Gospel. Mrs. Petersime performed excellent service as teacher of
the Friendly Band Class."
"In 1929 H.H. Allen was sent to this charge. Both Rev, and Mrs. Allen were strong on looking to
the spiritual interests of the rising generation in their several departments. Mrs. Allen adopted the
Friendly Band Class, which became a large factor in the Sunday School."
"Rev. David Ralston served the church from 1932-1934, Rev. John Wilkins from 1934-1937 and
Rev. Herbert Brooke from 1937-1940. During this period we find in the scrapbooks kept by W.S.C.S.
many things of interest - only a few which time or space will permit us to mention."
A spiritual fellowship and Bible Study group of women became a sort of pulse of the church --they knew who was glad, who was sad, and who was mad, and handled it with prayer. Beulah
Chandler was the leader for many years and later Happy Sanford and Anise Blowers took over.
"In 1936 some of our people were mighty happy to burn a mortgage of $1,050.00, and then in
1937, to burn the final mortgage."
"In 1939, the 82nd anniversary of the church was celebrated, with some of the member's being
decorated for their service in the church."
"It is also interesting to note that in 1934, Mrs. Selina Binet, in reviewing early history of
our church said, 'Church women should realize that their forefathers had the same financial worries
that beset the church group today, and that the early leaders of the church borrowed money to purchase the church lot.'
"One of the most interesting pictures in the scrapbook for this period is the one of the trustees
burning the mortgage in 1937, and an insert, taken earlier by Fred Gray, of the old church being
moved past the present church, on its way to become an
apartment, house on Pine Street."
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"In 1940 we bade the Herbert Brooke family God- speed and welcomed the W.S. Woodhulls.
The parsonage COPY OF OROVILLE DAILY REGISTER PICTURE - 1910needed a facelifting, and so through the efforts of some volunteer painters, and the ingenuity of Mrs. "Woody", it
was soon very attractive."Records do not exist telling of the beginnings of women's work in
Oroville, probably soon after the first building was planned in 1879. This organization ww; called The Ladies Aid", and that is what they were for many years, but an early scrapbook
refers to only two presidents -- Ida Spicer and Hattie Will. There may have been others among this
group of "tireless workers" shown in one of the early pictures --- Belle Ford, Blanche Hogan, Selina
Binet, America Vaughan, Edith Cutting, Merry Johnson
Watkins, Celia Watkins, Elizabeth Dunstone, Helen Howe, Mary Cochran, Mary Winters, Louise
Mills and her mother, Phoebe Cooper.
In 1927 the re-organization of this group must have been quite a jolt to older members. The
change was proposed by Mrs. Jay Partridge and followed the format used successfully by the ladies
in the neighboring town of Biggs. It bore the name of "Calendar Club" appropriately, because the
entire membership was formed into groups bearing the names
of the twelve months, these groups to have special responsibilities for that period of time. The
membership of 77 adopted the plan and it functioned very well until 1941 under the leadership of
nine presidents. In 1940 the national organization of Methodist women took the name of
"Women's Society of Christian Service (W.S.C.S.). The local ladies loved the name of Calendar
Club so it took them about a year to accept the new name. Finally Rev.
Woodhull officiated at the marriage of Mr. Calendar Club and Miss Missionary Society and all
was well
The efforts of the women ,united and prospered well under the direction of 20 presidents.
Again came a name change when on September 22, 1973, the
United Methodist Women (U.M.W.) was chartered in Oroville with Eleanor Berryman as president.
In the early 30's the Mother's Club was formed, and many of us who were charter members
have seen our children grow to adulthood, and some of the group
are now bragging about their grandchildren.
"During the time the Henry Mills' were here the old auditorium was completely remodeled into
the beautiful place of worship we now have. Hermie
Cochran and his committee envisioned a sanctuary with the center aisle leading right up to the
altar, and through the united efforts of all, it came to pas's, The new sanctuary was dedicated on
April 15, 1946. The cost was $10,000.00. The pulpit, the two altars, the lectern, and the chancel
furnishings were memorials to Edward and Selina Binet, the
A.J. Dunstones and the William Almendingers. The baptistry was given by Sylvia Jory Clewe in
memory of her mother, Lenore Sophia Jory. Ruth Platzek Moseley gave the offering plates in
memory of her husband Jack, who was killed in the war. The cross and candle holders were made
possible by the Methodist Youth Fellowship and other donors.
February 2018
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“In l948 the Petersons came - Ellis, Frances, Jim, Paul and Mary. Marjorie arrived in l95l, and
in l953, when the family was packed and ready to move, here came Mark! During the ministry of
Rev.Petersen, several hundred homes were visited, in
compliance with a plan in which all the churches in the conference participated. On February
24,1952, the old regulars had to take to the balconies for the main floor seating was occupied by the
l30 new members and the 63 who were baptized.“
One of the boys trained in our Sunday School and M.Y.F. decided to go into the ministry. .
Bill Sanford began his seminary training in 1952 and three years later was assigned to his first
church in Paradise.
A ministry to the older folks of the church and community began in the late forties with a
monthly luncheon for Senior Citizens. Ruth James was the main—stay of this organization for
many years.
During the middle forties, with their eyes on the fine work the women were doing, the men
decided to organize, starting with 22 charter members.
Sunday School no doubt was instituted here soon after church services began, but the first of
which living members have recollections were in the "new" church on Robinson and Lincoln.
In the early l900's there was a thriving church school, with adequate class rooms and a full
corps of teachers. During the pastorate of L.w. Reneau (l953-1957), when the parsonage on
Robinson Street was acquired, the church school expanded into the old parsonage and
attendance peaked at over 200. This included two adult classes. In the 1960's, along with national
trends, the church school here declined in attendance, despite a fine corps of teachers and the best
of materials.
“L.W. and Helen Reneau had been here less than a month when we felt that we belonged to
them, and they to us. Reneau, a tireless worker, each week
with a minimum of clerical help edited and printed
THE GOLDEN FEATHER which brought the news and a helpful message into every home
At a congregational meeting on October 30, 1955, it was voted to buy a new location for a
church -6 l/2 acres of oak~dotted land on Acacia Avenue, near the east city limits, also the
apartment adjoining the old parsonage. This last to increase the size of our present holdings in
order to make the whole more salable, since the old church building was outgrown, needed major
repairs, and was rapidly becoming unsafe. The campaign for funds for this venture was carried on
with much enthusiasm by a large number of teams of both men and women who Set a‘goal of
$35,000, and got subscriptions for $45,205. Best of all was the spiritual blessing they received while
doing it.
“On May 18, 1957, Helen and Reneau, on the way to a church meeting in Fresno, were struck
by a truck, and both sustained serious spinal injuries. Reneau had to go into retired relationship for
a time, but from his hospital bed in Sacramento he sent his message of courage and hope to his
flock -- as the Reis family came to take over in the parsonage and in our church, as the leaders we so
needed. They came to us from Dinuba, that wanted and needed them, because they felt our need
was greater."
‘
Bob and Esther Reis brought inspiration to the church group which resulted in an increased
interest in church activities and led to more definite plans for a new building. However, after he
underwent heart surgery, from which he never fully recovered, he died in October 1958.
Chapter 3 continued in the March issue of the Golden Feather.
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Oroville First United Methodist Church
Prayer Chain
Rod: 782-0486.
You can also send an email: oroumcprayer@gmail.com
Gerry Miller
534-8469
Helen Beall
589-3149
Virginia Bias
534-8004

Joan Keller
534-9493
Joan Azevedo
589-5509
Ellen Felice
533-8879

Susan Sharon

Vivian Grainger

532-0215

589-5440

If you have a prayer request for the Prayer Chain you will
call Rod. Rod will send out an E-mail to those on the email
list, he would then call the first person on each list and they
would in turn call the next person on the list. If the person
you call is not available please call the next person on the
list.
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Welcome to
First United Methodist Church of Oroville
Celebrating Over 150 Years Serving
the Oroville Community

45 Acacia Ave, Oroville, CA

530-534-9455

http://www.1stunitedmethodist.org

Our mission is to know Christ and make Christ known: to nurture our relationship
with God and our commitment to Jesus Christ, to invite others into the community of
faith, to equip, send and support Christians for daily witness and service.

Sunday Service Schedule
Adults & Children’s Sunday School………………………………………………8:45 a.m.
Hmong Service……………………………………………………………………8:30 a.m.
Chancel Choir Practice…………………………………………………………...9:45 a.m.
Hmong Adult’s Sunday School………………………………………………….10:10 a.m.
Hmong Youth Sunday School…………………………………………………...10:10 a.m.
Combined English/Hmong Communion Service 1st Sunday…………………..10:30 a.m.
English Service…………………………………………………………………..10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church (after Children’s Sermon)……………………………………11:00 a.m.
Coffee Hour & Fellowship……………………………………………….Following Service
Church Council (First Sunday)…………………………………………..Following Service
Trustees (Second Sunday)………………………………………………..Following Service
Monday Schedule
Finance Committee (Second Monday)…………………………………………...5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Schedule
Chancel Choir Practice…………………………………………………………..6:45 p.m.
Dinner @ Six each Wed. Sept. to May………………………………………..6:00 p.m.
Thursday Schedule
Bible Study & Breakfast…………………………………………………………..7:30 a.m.
Friday Schedule
Community Prayer Service (room L/M)………………………………………..6:00 p.m.
Sonwalkers Youth Group Meeting………………………………………………6:00 p.m.
Young Adults……………………………………………………………………..6:00 p.m.
Hmong Women’s Choir………………………………………………………….6:00 p.m.
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